
1

The German Research Foundation (DFG)
within the German System of 

Research and Innovation

Dr. Jörg Schneider
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(German Research Foundation)

Greetings to all of you in Tehran
and beyond!



The German Innovation System – a healthy tree … 

R&D products for
Society, Economy,
Health, Environment…

…fed by
pre-competitive
applied research, 
problem-driven…

… and growing on
basic research,
science-driven
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… if provided for adequately!
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€

≈13%

≈ 30bil.€

≈ 3,9 bil.€

Universities

The complex German Research Ecosystem
(funding by public sector = 32% of all)

Institutional funding
by federal and regional
Governments

€ € €

Persepolis

No political interference!

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Das muss man etwas ausführlicher erklären. Geld kommt vom Staat (30Bil., 10% davon geht an die DFG, um vor allem die Unis im Wurzelbereich zu fördern. Erwähnen, dass diese aber zusätzlich Grundfianzierung durch die Länder haben (das noch einmal auf nächster Folie). Schon die außeruniversitären erwähnen, die in der Wissenproduktionskette die Unis komplementieren! Wenn Zeit, könntest Du auf die später oder in Diskussion näher eingehen.

http://www.ressortforschung.de/


Why is the German system so complicated?

1. Deutsches Grundgesetz (German Constitution) in Article 5 (Basic Human
Rights): The arts and sciences, research and education are free. Thus, the
Governments have to provide free money!
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2. On the other hand, the Governments have
to ensure problem-oriented research (com-
petitiveness of economy, well-being of citi-
zens and nature).

3. Finally: according to the Grundgesetz and
the principle of subsidiarity the responsibility
for science and education (and for the
universities) lies with the Länder (federal
states), not the Federal Government
(recently: gradual changes).

Berlin
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The German System of Research and Innovation
Some important players…
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Universities Extra-university 
Inst.

Research 
Funding

Institutions

Uni-
versi-
ties

Research Performing Institutions

Univ. of
Applied 
Scien-

ces

Max Planck
Leibniz

Helmholtz

Max Weber

Fraunhofer

Academies

Institutes for
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Evaluation
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DAAD
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EU FP
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Limited Freedom of
Research



(Compiled from BMBF R&D Report 2018)   in billion €
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R&D Expenditure in Germany 2015

88,8 for R&D 
(111 for „Science“)

58,2 Private S. 24,8 State 5,5 
Int.

0,32 
pri-
vate

15/11 
Federal/States

Private 
Sector
60,9

Extra-univ. 
Institutes 

12,5

Universities
15,3

1,454,7

2,110,1
12,5

2,0

4,1
Educ.
18,8

Basic 
Funding

7,9
Third 
Party 
7,4

+

Out of this 6,7 
(Federal) for Project 

Funding

Out of this 2,7
for DFG

2020: 3,3

(2,5)



Project Funding by Federal Govermnment and DFG in 2017
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(in Mio. €)

others DFG

2,8

Kish
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Sorry, not available in English)

Health

Knowledge technologies/software

Optical technologies

Research on Education

Demographic change

Humanities

Global Change

Some examples for 
federal research
priorities

Source: Federal R
eport on R

esearch and
Innovation

2014, BM
BF 

Tehran

Jörg Schneider, 26.08.2020



► organize and carry out the research funding programs, mainly of BMBF

► Tasks
● Advice for (potential) applicants and funded researchers
● Administration of projecr funding and funded projects

► Attached to Helmholtz Centres or other appropriate organizations e.g.
● Arbeitsgem. industrieller Forschungsvereinigungen "Otto v. Guericke" e.V. (AiF)
● Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
● Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt e.V. (DLR)

with International Bureau  (IB)
● Forschungszentrum Jülich (FZJ)
● Gesellschaft für Schwerionenforschung (GSI)

► BMBF could not do without them!

Jörg Schneider, 26.08.2020

Project Management Teams of the Government
Why „always“ DLR???

10
Esfahan
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DFG:
Projects

AvH:
People

DAAD:
Mobility

Non-Governmental bottom up-Funding



Goals and tasks of the DAAD
Three strategic areas of activity

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
THE BEST

Grant scholarships to the best

 so that the professionals and leaders
of tomorrow can gain qualifications at
the best locations, prepare for positions
of responsibility and cultivate contacts
throughout the world.

STRUCTURES FOR
INTERNATIONALISATION

Create structures that promote 
internationalisation

 so that higher education
institutions can improve the
quality of research and
instruction and address the
challenges of the future with
strong partners.
 so that more people can cross

borders and achieve success in 
study and research.
 so that German remains an 

important language of culture
and scholarship. 
 so that higher education

institutions may contribute to
development and build bridges
to surmount conflicts.

EXPERTISE FOR
ACADEMIC

COLLABORATION

Offer expertise for academic 
collaboration 

 so that academic and political leaders
are able to make well-informed policy
decisions.

The DAAD has introduced 860,000 
foreigners to Germany since 1950.

The DAAD has helped
1,175,000 Germans travel 
the world since 1950.

2019: 560 Mio. €
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Meybod

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Scholarships for the best: for all levels of higher education – from students to retired professors, for workshops up to multiple-year PhD-ProgrammesStructures for Internationalisation: Creating structures for higher education in Germany and throughout the world: support for internationalisation strategies, integrating study programmes into international cooperation, promoting virtual learning to reach new target groups, enhance university-marketing activities, strengthen measures of life-long-learning, increasing the success of international students in Germany and vice-verca, etc. Expertise for Academic Collaboration: Enable institutions in education, science and culture to make informed, strategic decision. Offer comprehensive professionald regional expertise on academic systems and collaborations in higher educationOver the course of the last 65 years, 860.000 foreigners experienced Germany and 1.175.000 Germans have seen the world with DAAD support. 



https://www.daad-iran.org/fa/
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The Humboldt Foundation's areas of work

● sponsorship of international academics as a part of foreign 
cultural and educational policy

● strengthening cutting-edge research through internationalisation
● impetus for the research location Germany by promoting 

individuals
● advancing development through academic cooperation

Principles of the Foundation
● sole selection criterion: academic excellence
● no quotas for countries or disciplines
● sponsorship of people, not projects
● free choice of academic host/collaborative partner in Germany
● independent scientific research, not stipulated by the Foundation

14

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is active in various fields:- it supports international academics as part of foreign cultural and educational policy- it strengthens cutting-edge research through internationalisation- it enables individuals, who provide an impetus for the research location Germany, to spend time researching there- it promotes development by sponsoring cooperation with researchers from emerging and developing countries



Saeed Balalaie
Professor of Organic Chemistry
Peptide Chemistry Research Center
K. N.Toosi University of Technology
P.O.Box 15875-4416, Tehran, Iran
balalaie@yahoo.com 
balalaie@kntu.ac.ir

Esfahan

President of Humboldt Alumni Club of Iran
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Please contact us on any specific questions
on Iranian-German cooperation!

joerg.schneider@dfg.de
Tel.: +49 228 885 2346 

dorothea.fendel@dfg.de
Tel.: +49 228 885 2226 

Thank
you for 

your
attention!

Kashan

mailto:joerg.schneider@dfg.de
mailto:dorothea.fendel@dfg.de
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