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“The foundations for internationalization are of priority to 

AUT’s deputy of international affairs. AUT is working towards 

building and creating the necessary infrastructures and awareness 

for students, staff and faculty to reach this goal. Being among the 

first universities in Iran to offer courses in English as well as cre-

ating strong links with top ranked universities worldwide are ne-

cessities for this path. AUT has taken an active role in strength-

ening its ties with various universities in numerous fields and 

through different activities. “ 
 

- Vice Chancellor for International Affairs, A. M. Tousi 



 
 
EMAIL: 
intrel@aut.ac.ir 
 
CALL: 
21-64543532 
 
CHAT: 
4th floor, Farabi Building 
 
FOLLOW US: 
@AUT_IC_Admin  
 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE AT: 
http://campus.aut.ac.ir/intrel 

TALK TO US 
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MESSAGE FROM 
AMIR GOLROO  

At the Office of International Affairs at Amirka-

bir University of Technology, we are investing 

for the future. Transcending national boundaries 

and reaching out to global competence and en-

gagement will help gratify this generation’s aspi-

rations for national advancements and interna-

tional recognition. We aim to contribute to the 

academic and economic success and develop-

ment of our country by connecting outstanding 

talent worldwide to AUT’s competent students 

and researchers. 

 

 To this end, our present attention is towards 

research and industrial partnership. Faculty 

members and students can participate in the var-

ious programs and opportunities that this office 

suggests, such as carrying out joint projects, par-

ticipating in science tours and internships, gain-

ing a dual degree or participating in student ex-

change programs. 

 

To this day, our efforts have led to notable 

achievements and success for the university and 

its members; hosting international delegates 

from reputable universities, receiving funds and 

grants on research and industrial projects, as 

well as hosting foreign students for summer in-

ternship are only some of the accomplishments 

from our staff members’ honest and hard work. 

 

Internationalization is a continuous process that 

will lead us to become a third generation univer-

sity. Our objective and future goal is to direct 

our academia towards trans-disciplinary research 

in order to exploit knowledge and become a 

multicultural, cosmopolitan university that will 

promote entrepreneurship and develop open 

connections with global counterparts. 

 

We hope you enjoy reading this report which 

reflects our global activities that have helped 

Amirkabir University of Technology to be 

among the best in the world. 
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SNAPSHOT of 2016  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ranked among top 3 
Iranian universities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 Memorandums of   
Understanding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Memorandums of   
 Agreement  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored 15  
international student  

scholarships  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22  international  stu-
dents successfully grad-

uated 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 new memberships in  
international associa-

tions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ranked 1st among   
Iranian universities for 
US patent registration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Received over 40,000 
EUR in international 

grant funding  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 ongoing  
international  

programs  
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2016 in Review 
January  
 

Delegate visits 
AUT hosted different delegates from Afghani-
stan and Iraq with the goal of expanding its part-
nership with its neighboring countries. These 
visits resulted in a number of MOUs as a starting 
point for future collaboration, which later turned 
into MOAs and are now in the process of imple-
mentation.  

February  
 

International expo  
The EURIE 2016 summit in Istanbul, Turkey 
gave AUT a chance at presenting itself at this 
international education themed expo.  

Foreign student recruitment, academic collabo-
rations, new education models, and similar is-
sues were discussed during this summit.  

March  
 

Expanding our horizons  
AUT signed a contract with the Manchester 
education consultancy to attract and recruit 
potential candidates from India, to continue 
their education at different levels at AUT. The 
agency is expected to present AUT with 50 
candidates per academic year at BSc and MSc 
level. 

April  
 

Workshop participation 
Dr. Golroo and Dr. Gharepetian attended the 
DFG-IRASA workshop in Germany which set 
the grounds for greater collaborations and con-
nections for Iranian-German researchers and the 
workshop which was held in September at AUT.  
 

New branch in Kurdistan 
Visit from Iraqi Kurdistan Minister of higher 
education and three university presidents, dis-
cussing the possibility of collaborating with their 
universities and running new departments.  
 

Building a bridge to France  
A group of delegates consisting of five French 
universities from Toulouse, France visited Iran to 
discuss areas of mutual interest for joint research 
to expand collaborations with AUT researchers. 

May  
 

New programs in Kurdistan 
The Electrical department at AUT hosted dele-
gates from the University of Sulaimani, where 
delegates discussed co-supervision of students 
at MSc and PhD level and possibility of estab-
lishing the departments of Biomedical and Elec-
trical Engineering.  
 

Delegates from CNRS and CPU 
The French national center for scientific re-
search (CNRS) and French Conference of Uni-
versity Presidents (CPU) visited AUT to discuss 
execution of joint workshop as well as joint 
research center under Big Data at AUT.  

June  
 
Connecting with the United Nations 
United Nations general secretary’s special advi-
sor Professor Jeffery Sachs held a meeting with 
Professor Motamedi and AUT’s Vice-chancellor 
for Research and Technology as well as the vice-
chancellor for International affairs, this visit 
continued with a speech for AUT students on 
achieving sustainable development goals. Mr. 
Gary Lewis, UN resident coordinator and 
UNDP resident representative in Iran, accompa-
nied Professor Sachs during this visit.   

July  
 
Working with the Industry  
Mr. Scarinci, Head of Global Customers Solu-
tions at Siemens along with Dr. Ali Shanian, 
Senior Principal Key Expert visited AUT to initi-
ate negotiations for a joint industrial project.  

 

German institution and funding organiza-
tions  
Delegates from Max Planck and DFG introduced 
their activities to AUT students and faculty mem-
bers.  

August  
 
Engineering in Learning 
Dr. Tavares from University of Minho spent a 
month at AUT’s department of Electrical Engi-
neering as part of the Marhaba mobility pro-
gram. Before his departure, Dr. Tavares held a 
talk on the CDIO based method of teaching 
regarding hands on experience for engineers in 
learning.  

 

September  
 
Initiation for collaboration  
A joint workshop on Iranian-German research 
cooperation (AUT-DFG-INSF-DAAD) was 
held at AUT. This workshop aimed at creating 
the necessary networks among Iranian and Ger-
man researchers to find common areas of re-
search and prepare proposals for submission to 
DFG under “Initiation for international collabo-
ration” or a “Joint Research Project”. Research-
ers were given the necessary ammunition for 
submitting  a successful proposal in conjunction 
with their German counterpart.  

October  
 
Workshop  
The Department of Textile Engineering held an 
educational  workshop with the institute of fash-
ion (France) on Fashion management. 

 

Program with Salzburg Business School    
The University of Salzburg Business School held 
an Information session on the upgrade interna-
tional executive program for potential candidates 
at AUT.  

November  
 
Membership month  
This month brought about two new member-
ships for AUT. The  International Association 
of Universities (IAU) and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Institutions of Higher Learning 
(ASAIHL) give AUT the opportunity to attend 
international conferences and increase its net-
works worldwide.  

 

December 
 
Projects with EU partners  
An introduction to Horizon2020 as well as a 
guideline for collaboration under this project 
and preparation of proposal was presented by 
German delegates.  
 

Minister visit 
Hosted the French minister of education and 
French Ambassador in Iran along with 30+ 
French delegation including presidents of 10 
French universities.  
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France    

Germany 

Austria     

Iraq     

India 

Monthly Delegates Visited AUT 

In 2016, the Amirkabir University of Technology has hosted more than 100 delegates from 34 countries. We 

received esteemed delegates from the Ministry of Science and Education of different countries such as 

France, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Not to mention delegates from the Parliament of Bangladesh paid a very 

fruitful visit to Iran discussing the possibility of establishing a campus in Bangladesh. As a result of these 

meetings 28 Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) and 14 Memorandums of Agreement (MOAs) in 

terms of dual degree programs, exchange of students and etc. were signed and are in line for implementation.  

Delegates’ Countries  

Top 5 Countries in terms of signed MOAs Top 5 Countries in terms of signed MOUs 

Internationalization  
Connecting with the world  

France

Germany

Iraq

England 

USA

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Spain

India

Austria

Germany

France
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Cognizant of the central role of networking and com-

munication in international relations, AUT not only 

works hard to strengthen it’s relationship with already 

existing partners but also takes an active approach in 

reaching out to potential partners all around the globe.  

This year AUT continued strengthening its academic 

relationship with Germany and also took a big step in 

moving forward with its Austrian and French counter-

parts.  

In September of 2016 a group of delegates consisting of 

the Vice-chancellor of Research and Technology, Vice-

chancellor for International Affairs as well as the Direc-

tor for Scientific and International Cooperation, headed 

by AUT’s Chancellor Dr. Motamedi  visited numerous 

universities in France, The Netherland, and Germany 

for the purpose of strengthening future collaboration 

and initiating partnership with others.  

Connecting with the world  

Online presence  
 
The office of scientific and international cooperation has strengthened its online presence during 2015-

2016, this is solely for improving the online experience of our users. In July of 2016 we launched our 

telegram channel (AUT_IC_Admin) with currently over 2K users, helping us in keeping our users up to 

date with all different events and important news.  

We are also proud to announce that the office of scientific and international cooperation has launched 

its new website with new functionalities and dynamic content, giving all our users the experience and 

services they need, this interactive site will allow users to put forward their requests online and will accel-

erate our services.  

More than 2K members 

Approximately 8K members 

Above 31K followers 

New official page 

Ranked 4th in Iran and 726  
internationally in webometrics 

OUTREACH  
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Memorandums of Understanding  
with the world  
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Memorandums of Agreement  
with the world  
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International Cooperation  
Memorandums of Agreement  

In 2016, AUT, Montan Uni-

versity Leoben and Freiberg 

University of Mining and Tech-
nology came together to organ-
ize a joint degree program, this 
resulted in a trilateral coopera-
tion among the universities giv-
ing Master students with a spe-
cialization in Mining, Tunneling, 
Geotechnical Engineering, Pro-
cessing of Mineral Resources, 
Mine-surveying, Safety Engi-
neering and Industrial Engineer-
ing a chance to experience edu-
cation in three different coun-
tries. The intake for this pro-
gram will be in the Fall of 2017.  
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Ecole polytechnic is a great example of an 
up and running double degree program which 
will be implemented in 2017. This program will 
allow students at Bachelor and Master’s level to 
gain true international experience while com-
pleting their education. Students at Bachelor’s 
level will be given the opportunity to continue 
their program to the graduate level and earn a 
Masters at the end of this 6 year  program. Mas-
ter students will also be given the opportunity to 
continue to earn their PhD from this prestigious 
French University, and earn a PhD from both 
universities by the end of the 5 year program.   
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This dual degree doctoral pro-
gram is aimed at training candi-
dates interested in understanding 
the economics, management and 
policymaking involved in all 
sorts of conventional fossil fuels 
and modern renewable energy 
sources.   
This 2+2 program gives candi-
dates the opportunity to spend 
up to 2 years at the Technical 

University of Delft, where 
they will perform research and 
work on their dissertation, be-
fore earning their Ph.D. degree 
from the Technical University of 
Delft.  
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This program which is specific to the field 
of applied statistics aims to set up an ex-
change program for lecturers, researchers 
and students and a joint research program 
in this area.  
Through this exchange program AUT’s 
department of Mathematics and Computer 

Engineering has hosted lecturers from Par-
is Descartes to conduct classes as well as 
workshops in this area of expertise.   
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In February of 2015 the 

department of Computer 

Engineering came together 

with the University of 

Passau to execute a stu-

dent exchange program. 

After applying to DAAD 

for funding their coopera-

tion agreement, they re-

ceived funds for a limited 

number of students to 

partake in this program.  

This cooperation referred to as the 

“Applied mining education” project 

between AUT and GIZ aimed to 

capacity building between AUT and 

Afghan universities with the aim of 

improving the quality of mining relat-

ed study programs in line with  the 

Afghan National Higher Education 

Strategy. During this program which 

was fully funded by GIZ, AUT’s 

Mining and Metallurgy Department 

trained 27 Afghan lecturers. 
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This program executed by the Department 
of Management, Science and Technology 
will allow candidates to enroll in both uni-
versities with two supervisors, resulting in 
one thesis where candidates earn a DBA 

degree from Maastricht University.  
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Most Common Majors 
Chosen by International Students  
 

 Petroleum Engineering 

 Computer Engineering 

 Math and Computer Science 

 Electrical Engineering 

 Mechanical Engineering 

International Students and Faculty  

Degree / Non–Degree Seekers  

 

 

International Students 

17% of International Students are     Fe-
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Tom Coenen  
 

 

Tom who comes from the 

Netherlands spent three 

months at AUT’s Depart-

ment of Civil Engineering as 

an intern working on auto-

mated data collection devic-

es to detect pavement dis-

tresses in order to plan for 

maintenance programming 

at network and project lev-

els.  

 

 
       
       

I had a great time in Tehran at the Amirka-
bir University of Technology. Not only did I 
learn a lot of the subject I was doing my in-
ternship in, but also I learn a lot on cultural 
differences and a way of life. In those three 
months I met lots of people, including really 
good friends. I would recommend a similar 
trip to everyone as it was among the most fun 
and instructive experiences in my life.” 
 

Tom Coenen, Civil Engineering major 

from the Netherlands 

Alejandra Carvajal Sanchez  
 

 

Alejandra visited Iran as part of a short course 

program organized by YES. During this 14 day 

program she worked together with other partici-

pants from 12 different countries to develop cre-

ative answers to sustainability challenges.   

After leaving Iran Alejandra expressed her expe-

rience on one of her social media pages: 

 
 
       
 

Dear western media,  
You are so unfairly wrong about Middle East that 
makes me ashamed! I’m so happy I didn't listen to 
you and gave myself  the opportunity to know Iran 
and its amazing people and landscapes!” 

Alejandra Carvajal Sanchez 

from Colombia 

International Experience  
at Amirkabir University of Technology  
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Student mobility programs allow students to acquire more 
knowledge and acceptance of different cultural and commu-
nity perspectives. It not only allows students to acquire lan-
guage skills which will be beneficial in building international 
networks and future career but also allows for enhancement 
of interest in global issues as well as gaining broader general 
knowledge.   

YES 
In December of 2016, AUT’s office of sustainability held a workshop in the field of sustainable 
development with over 25 foreign participants from 12 different countries.  This program was a 
great success and had great impact on all the participants, especially those visiting Iran for the 
first time.  

Professional Engagement  
International experience  

Erasmus Mundus - MARHABA 
The Erasmus mundus mobility program aims at increasing and promoting intercultural un-
derstanding. This program is now in its 3rd cohort, and has rapidly turned into one of the 
popular programs among Iranian students. Though the statistics for students admitted to 
this program last year was low we are expected to have higher participation this year. 

DFG Research workshop   
Creating a network among researchers and faculty members is of top priority to AUT’s office of 
international affairs. We take an active role in creating this connection, and we hope to expand 
these forms of activities nationwide. In September of 2016, AUT came together with DFG to 
hold a joint workshop on Iranian-German research cooperation, bringing together the top re-
searchers of each department to help better understand the German research structure, and fa-
miliarize them with the German research landscape. 

International Scientific workshop   
Entailing 16 departments with a majority in the field of Engineering, AUT, known for its execu-
tive conduct is continuously encouraging all departments to pursue activities which benefit the 
university in paving the path to internationalization. In doing so, many of the departments have 
performed different activities such as the German-Austrian-Iranian workshop on digital security 
and privacy, as well as the second short course and workshop on structural integrity, health mon-
itoring and fitness for service in cooperation with guests from the Imperial College London and 
workshop on big data to name a few.  
AUT also plans to run a joint workshop with CNRS in April of 2017. 

5 Grad 

58 Undergrad 

3 Countries 

AIESEC 

Our cooperation with AIESEC as an international internship organization for sending and 

receiving interns resulted in 5 outgoing and 7 incoming students. The outgoing students vis-

ited countries such as Italy, India and Portugal. Upon completion of the internship candi-

dates receive a certificate reflecting the accomplishment of assigned tasks during this period.  
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Association Memberships  

IAU ASAIHL AUTEX 
 
In 2016 AUT expanded its horizons as it became a 
member of the IAU and ASAIHL associations.  

Located at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris, the 
International Association of Universities (IAU) 
brings together 641 higher education institutions 
and organizations from 120 different countries for 
the reflection and action on common concerns. 
This gives AUT access to IAU’s publications as 
well as the entitlement to participate in events orga-
nized by IAU.  

The Association of Southeast Asian Institutions of 
Higher Learning (ASAIHL) was established in 1956 
in Bangkok. This association assists member insti-
tutions to strengthen themselves through mutual 

self help and to achieve international distinction in 
teaching, research and public service. It serves as an 

 institution for providing information, as well as 
assisting member institutions in the recruitment 
and placement of faculty and staff, exchanges of 
professors and students and in the development of 
cooperative arrangements on specific projects.  

2016 marks AUT’s associate membership of the 
AUTEX, giving top students from the Textile De-
partment a chance to participate in the E-team pro-
gram, which provides students with international 
experience during their two year education, this in-
take will take place in September of 2017.  

 

International Presence  
Road to internationalization  

 
 

FIRST 
 

Iranian university to hold 
joint research workshop with 

DFG  

 
 

3 
 

New international associa-
tions joined by AUT 

 
 

75 
 

AUT students participated in 
the 3rd cohort of  Erasmus 
Mundus Marhaba Program 

 
 

2 
 

International  research  
projects with Siemens and 

TUDelft in Petroleum   

 
 

$40,000 
 

In competitive external  
funding 

 

 
 

2 
 

Future EU funding plan  
under Erasmus Plus and 

Horizon 2020 
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Grant Funding for International  

Cooperation  
 
Dr. Mohammad Jafar Kermani, associated pro-
fessor from the department of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, worked together with German Professor Dr. Ur-
ban from Ulm University to submit a proposal for the 
initiation for collaboration fund granted by DFG to 
researchers looking to start an international partner-
ship. This proposal has been accepted by the DFG 
and the researchers will receive a total of 20,000 EUR 
as seed money for initiating their collaboration. This 
will be Dr. Kermani’s second year in a row to receive 
this fund.   

Dr. Gevork Gharepetian, Professor of the depart-

ment of Electrical Engineering, has submitted a pro-
posal with his German Counterpart Dr. Tenbohlen 
from Stuttgart University and is currently in the pro-
cess of submitting a second proposal in collaboration 
with Dr. Schuft  from the Technical University of 
Chemnitz.  

Dr. Amir Reza Zarrati, Professor of the depart-

ment of Civil Engineering has been working on a pro-
posal with his German collaborator Dr. Haun which 
has been submitted to DFG.  

 

Dr. Joerg Schneider,  
Head of  International Affairs, DFG  
 

 
 
German Iranian relationships are very old. There was a 

time when if you wanted to know something you went to Persia to 
get the knowledge….  

DFG DAAD INSF AUT Joint Workshop  
Road to internationalization  

There are two ways of 
partners, partners who 
have all the high tech 
equipment and  huge labs 
which probably not in Iran 
so much the case then there 
are these partners where 
you have high intellectual 
potential, people are 
trained, asking questions, 
trained for answering these 
questions, can work in 
teams and the rumor says 
this is the case in Iran.” 
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Conference Destinations   
Faculty members 

Turkey, 45

United 
States, 28

United Arab 
Emirates, 16

Canada, 13

Italy, 11

 

Top Conference  

Destinations  

 

Turkey (40%) 

United States (25%) 

United Arab Emirates (14%) 

Canada (11%) 

Italy (10%) 
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Sabbatical Destinations  
Faculty members and students  

 

Top Sabbatical  

Destinations 

  
 Faculty members (#13) 

 PhD candidate (#76) 

 

 

United States 

Canada 

Austria 

Australia 

Finland 
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Visa Facilitation 

 
The office of Scientific and International Coop-

eration will provide support and guidance for 

both students (at all levels and disciplines) and 

faculty members for their visa application proce-

dure. Our team will provide the necessary expla-

nations on how to properly complete visa appli-

cation forms and assemble the supporting docu-

mentation per visa application checklists, provid-

ed by the country of destination.  

 
Advising 

 
Our team at the office of Scientific and Interna-
tional Cooperation is ready to advise students 
and faculty members ready to start any interna-
tional activity. This office has trained personnel 
who would willingly set time to explain different 
services and facilities that AUT members can use 
to internationalize their activities.  
Advisors would guide students and faculty mem-
bers on dual degree, student mobility and ex-
change programs as well as international grants 
and scholarships, international partnerships, and 
joint study programs abroad.  
 
 

Dual Degree Program 

 
The office of Scientific and International Coopera-
tion is in charge of establishing and organizing dual 
degree programs. Students in these programs will 
spend half of their study at their host institution 
and the other half at a guest institution.  
This office also overseas the acceptance and regis-
tration of students participating in these programs 
and evaluates their experience to ensure the best 
quality possible.  

 

Exchange of Students 

 
AUT students as well as foreign students can bene-
fit from an exchange program which provides an 
appropriate base for exchange of culture and lan-
guage. Office of Scientific and International Coop-
eration facilitates exchange programs by signing 
agreements with top international schools as well 
as joining international exchange programs. The 
advisors in this office have professional knowledge 
that can help guide students and faculty members 
to make use of all exchange programs.  

WELL DONE IS BETTER THAN WELL SAID 

How we serve  
international cooperation  
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Office of Scientific 

& International  
Cooperation 

 
 

424 Hafez Ave. 
Tehran, Iran 

 
 

http://
campus.aut.ac.ir/

intrel  

 
 

Amirkabir University of  Technology 

supports students in finding their career 

path and building a brighter future. 


